
NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION
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The Logan Daily's Newspapers

in Education partners provide
materials and newspapers to
Hocking County classrooms,

giving local students a unique
learning opportunity

To learn how you can provide area students with this

fresh and exciting teaching tool, please call Phil Lightfoot

at 740-385-2107 ext. 300211

Why newspapers?
Because the newspaper is a living textbook enabling students
at all levels to develop good reading skills while gaining an

understanding of the world around them.

Thank you for supporting

Newspapers in Education

BRONZE SPONSORS
The Citizens Bank

Amanda Manufacturing

Wind Chime Shop &
Christmas Treasures

N8 Family Chiropractic
Century National Bank

Hocking Hills Crafts &More
Jim's Concrete

Grandma Faye's Grocery

SILVER SPONSORS

Open Monday-Thursday 10am to 6pm / Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm / Closed Sundays

At 6 Mile Turn

New Lexington, OH 43764

Homes By

Visit Us At www.familyhomecenter.net

Redman “Apex”Modular

1,600 Sq Ft—3 Br / 2 Bth

Serenity Master Bath

5/12 Roof Pitch W/

Deluxe Exterior Features

Commodore Blazer

1,707 Sq Ft—3 Br / 2 Bth

Great RoomW/ Beamed

Ceilings—Fully Finished

Drywall

3 New Singlewide Homes ( 2-16X80’s & 1-16X82 )

2 New Sectional Homes ( 28X52 & 28X56)

1 New Modular ( 28X64 )
2 Lot Model Blowout Homes Left

Logan Mill

(740) 385-6824

1-800-282-5627

Buyers
of Wheat

Founded in 1869

Good Luck Chieftains
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FOR THE LOGAN DAILY NEWS

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Several members of the 
1987 Logan football team 
— the first Chieftain squad 
to make the post-season 
playoffs — will be in atten-
dance at tonight’s Logan-
Warren game in Logan 
Chieftain Stadium and will 
be recognized during the 
game. Logan football histo-
rian Spencer Waugh takes 
a look back at that team 
from 30 years ago.

———
LOGAN — The 1987 Lo-

gan Chieftains weren’t just 
the first Purple & White 
squad to qualify for the 
OHSAA playoffs: they were 
the culmination of a three-
year rebuild that laid the 
foundation for two-and-a-
half decades of dominance.

The 16 seniors ended 
their careers with a 27-4 
record, marking the most 
wins for a class in school 
history (besting the class 
of 1966’s 24 wins) and the 
best win percentage (.870) 
as well.

Their wins mark would 
stand until the class of 
2001 would go 29-5, and 
the win percentage has only 
been bested by the classes 
of 2002 and 2009, who 
both finished a sterling 
31-4 (.885).

Head coach Clarence 
Perry arrived in 1985, 
taking over a program that 
had gone 11-18-1 over the 
previous three seasons. As 
if that weren’t bad enough, 
the roster had only 29 play-
ers, including six seniors.

“I’ll never forget the first 
time meeting Coach Perry. 
You knew right away things 
were about to change,” 
senior fullback-linebacker 
Ryan Wilson recalled. “He 
was an intimidating man. 
He came into the room with 
that scowl and crew cut. He 
made you want to play for 
him.”

But the low numbers 
meant the program had to 
be careful.

“To show him that we 
bought into his plan of 
dominance we went and 

shaved our heads,” added 
Wilson. “But we had to 
watch how physical we 
were at practice because 
we couldn’t afford inju-
ries because of our (low) 
numbers.”

The Chieftains, behind a 
school record-setting pass-
catch duo in Keith Myers 
and D.J. Conrad, paired 
with record-setting tailback 
Kelly Wolfe, finished 9-1 in 
Perry’s first season, losing 
only to Southeastern Ohio 
Athletic League rival Gal-
lipolis (12-28).

Despite the loss of Con-
rad and Myers to gradua-
tion, the Perrymen followed 
up with another sterling 
9-1 campaign, with Wolfe 
leading the way. Again, it 
was Gallipolis that spoiled 
a perfect season, this time 
with a 16-0 victory.

All this set the stage for 
a truly historic campaign 
in 1987.

The campaign began 
with 16 returning lettermen 
and a full roster of 59 play-
ers, including multi-year 
starters on the offensive 
and defensive lines in 
Curtis Rose, John Godfrey 
and Matt Shaw. Junior Jim-
mer Breining returned at 
quarterback, along with top 
receiving targets Rodney 
Krannitz and Jose Medina.

The season began with a 
27-6 romp over Nelsonville-
York, the first meeting be-
tween the two rivals since 
1982. Wins over Miami 
Trace (20-12) and Circlev-
ille (9-7) followed.

It set the stage for a 
titanic struggle as Logan 
traveled to Columbus to 
take on St. Francis DeSales 
for the first time.

The Stallions entered on 
a 27-game winning streak. 
They had won their first 
state title in 1985, becom-
ing the first 14-0 team in 
the history of Ohio high 
school football. They were 
a perfect 10-0 in 1986, but 
failed to qualify for the 
playoffs (only 4 teams per 
region qualified then), and 
started the ’87 season with 
a perfect 3-0 mark to equal 
the Chieftains.

Logan took an early 7-0 

lead on a Wilson touchdown 
run, and carried a 7-3 lead 
late into the fourth quarter.

With less than five min-
utes to play, the Chieftains 
forced DeSales into a field 
goal attempt. The kick split 
the uprights, but a rough-
ing the kicker penalty gave 
the Stallions a new set of 
downs and they scored the 
go-ahead touchdown with 
4:11 to play.

Despite a missed extra 
point, Logan couldn’t get 
into field goal range and 
lost its only regular season 
game, 9-7.

“I truly believe we beat 
ourselves that night,” Wil-
son lamented. “Coach Perry 
said we got beat by a better 
team, but I disagree.”

The Chiefs answered by 
turning in dominating per-
formances against league-
foes Marietta (41-10) and 
Jackson (37-12), setting up 
a Senior Night match-up 
with Gallipolis.

The Blue Devils had 
been the only team to 
defeat Perry’s Chieftains 
in ‘85 and ’86, and Perry 
told The Logan Daily News 
that “Gallipolis is the game 
we’ve been waitin’ on for a 
long time — since last year. 
We’ve been pointing to-
wards this game ever since 
the season started.”

The Blue Devils took a 
surprising early 7-0 lead, 
becoming the only team 
to score in the opening 
quarter against the Purple 
& White. It was Logan’s 
passing game — highlight-
ed by a 53-yard completion 
to wingback Nick Maniskas 
—that blew the game open 
in the second quarter.

A 35-yard field goal by 

sophomore Jim Redd gave 
Logan a 17-7 lead and LHS 
never looked back on the 
way to a 30-15 victory.

“This is the best game 
I’ve ever coached,” Perry 
jubilantly remarked after 
the victory. “We’ve been 
waiting for this a long 
time.”

Still, the victory over 
Gallipolis didn’t assure the 
Chieftains a share of the 
coveted SEOAL title, and 
neither did the follow-up 
victory over Warren (21-7). 
A week nine trip to Athens, 
to face the 7-1 (4-0) Bull-
dogs would decide the title. 
Both teams had non-league 
games to end the season.

Athens’s defense was 
tops in the area, allowing 
fewer than six points per 
game. But Logan’s bal-
anced offense overwhelmed 
the green and gold defense. 
The Chiefs rushed for 
191 yards behind junior 
tailback Paul Clark (104 
yards, two touchdowns) and 
passed for 135, including 
a pair of scoring tosses to 
Krannitz.

“It’s a super feeling,” 
Perry exclaimed following 
the 35-0 victory and his 
first SEOAL championship. 

“It’s the type of game I’ve 
always dreamed of coach-
ing.”

Logan finished the 
regular season with a 35-0 
win at Ashland, a victory 
that vaulted them to second 
place in the Division I, 
Region 2 playoff rankings. 
Logan drew a match-up 
with third-ranked San-
dusky, a game played at 
Groveport-Madison High 
School.

The Logan defense — 
which had dominated op-
ponents all season — met 
its match against the Blue 
Streaks. Through 10 games, 
the Chieftains had allowed 
only 78 points and 172 
yards per game, with only 
77 of those yards coming 
on the ground.

Sandusky scored 21 
points and gained 353 yards 
(210 rushing) in a 21-7 
victory. Corey Croom, who 
later played at Ball State 
and for the New England 
Patriots, scored all three 
Blue Streak touchdowns.

Ron “Squeak” Walker 
scored the lone Chieftain 
touchdown on an outstand-
ing 31-yard catch and run.

For Logan, the team 
would prove to have a 

lasting impact both on and 
off the football field. The 
coaching staff included 
future head coach Dale 
Amyx, future activities/
athletic director Ron Janey, 
and future Logan-Hocking 
Schools principals Jim 
Robinson and Rob Ramage.

The team included future 
LHS assistant coaches Pat 
Walsh, Nick Maniskas, 
and Jimmer Breining, as 
well as another future LHS 
assistant principal, Brice 
Frasure.

Breining would earn the 
SEOAL Player of the Year 
Award while Rose would 
earn a spot on the Associ-
ated Press All-Ohio second 
team.

The ’87 season would 
turn out to be the peak for 
Perry at LHS, despite win-
ning league titles in each of 
the next two seasons (7-3 
records) before leaving for 
the head coaching job at 
Zanesville High School fol-
lowing the 1989 season.

Perry left LHS with a 
sterling 41-10 record, in-
cluding a 22-3 mark against 
SEOAL competition. His 
overall and SEOAL win 
percentages are still tops 
amongst all LHS coaches.

First playoff team laid foundation for future dominance

A look back at Chieftain football: 1987

Clarence Perry

Jimmer Breining

Check out photos, videos and more at logandaily.com
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